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Welcome to The Avenue

Washlands Nature Reserve

Once heavily polluted as a result of its industrial
past, this section of the former Avenue Coking
Works now plays host to a variety of wildlife.

The nature reserve consists of 16 hectares of newly
created reedbed, marsh, ponds and grassland in the valley
of the River Rother. Patient observation may be rewarded
with a glimpse of a water vole or great crested newt; both
of these secretive species are found here.

Much more visible, however, is its bird life. During winter,
species such as wigeon, teal and snipe join the resident
wetland birds including mallard, lapwing and tufted duck,
all of which breed at The Avenue.

The reedbed and marsh areas were created in 2005 and
as they develop we hope they will encourage summer
visitors such as reed warbler and sedge warbler.
Elsewhere, the areas of scrub and tall vegetation attract
perching birds such as willow tit, linnet and whitethroat.

Access around and through the nature reserve is largely on
wheelchair-friendly surfaced paths which lead to a number
of viewing screens giving views of the water and birds.

As you move around the reserve, also look out for a range
of butterflies, dragonflies and other invertebrates.

The main entrance is on
Mill Lane, Wingerworth,
grid ref SK 396670.

Roadside parking is available
on Mill Lane, just past the
houses. The Visitor Centre
and car park is only open for
groups, by prior arrangement.

The nature reserve trails and viewpoints are open at all times.

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is the leading conservation
organisation in Derbyshire with a membership of over
12,000. The Trust manages nature reserves throughout
the county and also runs a variety of projects to protect
and monitor Derbyshire’s wildlife and habitats, including
water voles, otters and grasslands. The Trust is a
Registered Charity, and relies on membership, donations
and grants to fund its work.

About Us

Join Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. Children can join Wildlife Watch.

Volunteer – join the Mid Week Volunteer Team or a
weekend work party on a nature reserve; help with
education work, in our wildlife gift shop, represent us at
events or help out in the office.
Sponsor a sheep – our own flock of sheep graze several
of our nature reserves. Sponsorship helps us meet the
costs of vets’ bills, feed and transportation.

How you can help

Opening

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, East Mill, 
Bridge Foot, Belper, Derbyshire, DE56 1XH
Tel: 01773 881188  Fax: 01773 821826  
Email: enquiries@derbyshirewt.co.uk 
www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 222212

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is a company registered 
in England and Wales, company no 715675.

The site is owned by the Land Restoration Trust (LRT), which
means the long-term future of the reserve is secure. The LRT is
an organisation that takes ownership of sites, such as The
Avenue, once they have been restored to green space. However
to ensure the maximum benefit to the community the Trust funds
partner organisations, in this case Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, who
manage the site at a local level.
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Parking
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History

• Part of the former Avenue Coking Works site, 
closed in 1992.

• From 1956-1992 the works produced 1400 tonnes 
of smokeless fuel per day.

• A multi-million pound restoration programme by 
emda started in 1998.

• Habitat creation works 
began in 2005. The 
nature reserve is 
currently 16 hectares, 
but on completion
in 2012 it will extend to
55 hectares along 
3.3km of the valley.

The nature reserve Through the seasons

Spring

• Reedbeds, ponds, marsh, wet heathland and woodland
are among the habitats at The Avenue Washlands.

• At the same time we have created paths, trails and 
viewing facilities for visitors.

• The grassland areas of the reserve are grazed by the
Trust’s flock of sheep and Highland steers. Grazing 
with a mix of livestock creates a varied grassland to 
help support ground-nesting birds and a wide range 
of insects and other invertebrates.

• Local schools visit to explore and work on the 
reserve with Trust education staff and families take 
part in school holiday activities. A pond dipping 
platform is used by these groups to investigate the 
wildlife below the surface.Photo: Kate Lemon

• Early butterflies emerge from 
winter hibernation.

• Hazel catkins, full of pollen, hang 
golden from leafless twigs.

• The males of resident birds, such 
as skylark and yellowhammer, 
engage in their territorial displays.

• The reedbed comes alive with 
nesting birds.

• Swallows and martins are seen 
taking insects over the pools.

Summer

• The first chicks of water birds such 
as the coot and moorhen brave the 
open water.

• Orchids bloom in the sidings.
• Dragonflies and damselflies can be 

seen over the ponds and marshes.
• Grasshoppers start to chirrup in the 

grassland verges to the trails.
• The last swift is seen before it 

departs for the winter.

Autumn

• Flocks of goldfinch feed on 
knapweed and other flowers.

• Kingfishers are seen more following
their secretive breeding season.

• Snipe return to feed on the 
marshy edges.

• On sunny days the red darter 
dragonfly can be seen basking on 
the warm stone of the trails.

Winter

• Teal and wigeon join the resident 
mallard and tufted duck.

• Flocks of fieldfare and redwing can 
be seen feeding on the meadows 
and on the apple trees by the trails.

• Sparrowhawks disturb the ducks and
waders as they hunt smaller birds 
across the marshes and hedgerows.

• Flooding provides new feeding 
areas for waterfowl.
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The Avenue
Visitor Centre
- open only

by prior
arrangement

Note: very low bridge, no  
car access beneath the  
railway bridge on Mill Lane Note: Car parking

for visitors to the nature reserve there are no formal car parking facilities -
it is recommended to park on the road on Mill Lane just past the houses
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