“Dear” Ben,
I believe that’s the way we have to address inferior family members…  actually, come to think of it I ought to be nice to you since I need your help.  Are you a pop star yet?  I thought you were dead good on the guitar.  Ok, that’s enough crawling.  I know we haven’t seen each other for a while but once we’re business partners that’ll probably all change.  

How was your barbecue?  Couldn’t come for various reasons none of which were my fault and all of which were Linda’s.  But that’s women for you, eh?  I would have liked to make the reacquaintance of the Brown tribe and if there’s another foregathering I promise I’ll be to the fore of  the gathering.  

Ah well, you probably didn’t even notice I wasn’t there, if that makes any sense.  Probably not since I’m writing this after the pub.  Can you remember who I am?  I’m your Uncle Nigel.  I’m 53 you know.

I’m assuming your dad told you I’m doing a website – he referred me to a couple of yours and they were highly impressive, though considerably more ambitious than anything I’d ever try.  You and your active x and hotlinks or whatever they are.  Anyway, I will go on, even though you have no obligation to read any more.  Should you not wish to give your old uncle any advice I’ll understand.  And I’ll cut you out of my will.  Of course, I’ll have to put you in first.
……………………………………………………………………………

Basically it’s a google adsense site, and it’s all writing exercises for foreigners (as we now aren’t allowed to call them.  If you don’t know the routine, you make up some pages with google page creator (that’s how far I’ve got)  then you publish them to the web.  Then they decide whether to accept your site or not.  There are various reasons they might not and I think I’ve covered all those bases. Assuming acceptance you then have to do a bit of cutting and pasting of some code for the advertisements to be placed on the page.   You are then paid (or not) depending on the number of clicks on the adverts. 

But then you probably know all this already?

So – you can access my materials (if you like!) by going to

https://www.google.com/adsense/login/en_US/?gsessionid=iAYOcZpcrKA
Click on “how do I get started, then google page creator.  Put in my e-mail verrrtigo@gmail.com  and my password  -  temperley5.  If you want to peruse my e-mail feel free, but it’s a bit boring as yet because I’ve just set it up.  Anyway.  Then you can look at my pages. Don’t alter them (yet!)!  I’ll know who’s done it!  Click on preview to see the page.  The ones that are pretty much complete (?) are “about this site” and “essential terms 1,2” and common mistakes “1,2,3,4”  The others don’t have the last section finished – I’ve just pasted in the goldfish joke as a template.  There are twelve pages in total but I’ve got loads more stuff I can put on eventually.
Here are a few numbered points as this makes it look less like I’m rambling:
1) The exercises are academic English writing exercises.  The students can’t do anything on the page – it’s not “interactive”.  Google say the whole project is experimental and you can sign up to try some of the more ambitious tricks but this might bugger up you computer.  I know my luck and I know it would, so am cautious.  On the “about this site” page I’ve advised students to use a pen and paper (don’t laugh – we all used to use those) or to cut and paste them into word and do them that way.  Is it a good idea to give the cut and paste advice or might google not like that, as they won’t be clicking on the ads then?

2) Also about this site page – I’ve decided to make the exercises for everyone.  Originally I was going to aim exclusively at the Chinese market.  Any thoughts?

       The site is, or will be….
       http://englishacademicwritingexercise.googlepages.com/
       I told my computer wise mate this and he burst out laughing.  Is this destined for  

        position 3456 on the google rankings?  What decides such things?  I dare say I 

       can change it, but can’t quite see how at the moment.
3) My friend said it was all about putting links on the page.  I thought the adverts were the links…..   is that a link I’ve put on the “about this site” page at the very bottom?
4) Can you nick things like this?  Presumably the website won’t mind if you give them a mention?  But will google mind?

5) Clipart – as at the bottom of each page (I have 12 pages in total, some not finished yet).  For example, I have a carrot, but I may need something more explanatory….  Namely a carrot donkey and stick (!).  If you google “free picture of….”  The pictures generally aren’t free at all.  My mate says it’s ok because mine is not a commercial website at all but an educational one.  Any truth in this?
6) Clipart – I’d quite like to put some little patterns on the page – like decorations on the top of  an old wardrobe perhaps. ??   Any ideas where to get such a thing?
7) Clipart.  All I’ve found that I’m pretty sure is free is 

       http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/clipart/default.aspx
       i.e. the microsoft site.  Do you know any other (better ones)

7)    The font is big on many of the exercises.  I like this.  Does it look daft?

8)    The font is comic sans, which is what I used to do these in the first place for 

        students.  This is not one of the fonts offered on the page creator.  

        Does that mean I should avoid it?

9) Phew, goes on a bit, doesn’t he?  The gaps.  I know it looks very amateurish, but     

10) Students have to scroll down because I don’t want them to be able to, for example, have the questions and answers on the page at the same time.  The adverts will go in these gaps.  Should I indicate the page where ads will come?  Or leave it as it is?  Or get rid of the gaps?

Blimey – I think I’ve run out of questions!

So – given that you’re a web creator I know you’re a busy fellow…..  and will forgive you if you have better things to do.  If you don’t then answer a few questions for me.  Anticipated replies

· It’s all rubbish – forget it

· It’s all brilliant and I can’t give you any advice at all

· The website’s rubbish – don’t use google adsense

· The website’s rubbish but the materials are good.  Go into partnership with me and I’ll make us both rich because I can sort out the advertising and get us to number one in the google rankings.
Peace and love

Nigel
